emphasize the actuality of this technically challenging problem and the absence of a single best answer. These 2 reports also combine data and details of additional methods.
In approaching the problem of broken nail extraction, the clinician must consider the nonoperative option of leaving the nail fragment in place. We think that a bypass fixation using the thin wire Ilizarov circular device is a safe and simple solution in the treatment of nonunions with irretrievable pieces of a broken nail in the distal fragment. 3 Utilizing the Ilizarov device aims at avoiding unnecessary soft tissue injury, bone weakening due to additional osteotomies, significant blood loss, prolonged surgery, and fluoroscopy time that are often inescapable when the removal of instrumentation is attempted. Using the Ilizarov device allows an immediate and simultaneous stabilization of the nonunion site as well. The 3-plane stability of the ring fixation device allows early full weight bearing. Fixation in an elastic circular frame, combined with cyclic loading, creates a favorable biomechanical environment for fracture healing and promotes callus formation while permitting functional gait.
We believe that the thin wire Ilizarov frame is a good surgical alternative that provides stable bone fixation and functional treatment of patients who present with delayed fracture healing and a difficult to retrieve distal portion of a broken intramedullary nail.
Alexander Lerner, MD Edward Calif, MD Michael Soudry, MD

In Response:
I would like to thank Dr. Lerner and his colleagues for their letter regarding our manuscript. The application of an Ilizarov device is a demanding process and one that requires patient cooperation. Using an Ilizarov circular device for a femur fracture in an obese patient may not be that easy and not as stable as a largediameter intramedullary nail, especially in cases in which additional reaming or bone grafting is needed.
Our report was intended to contribute to our knowledge base of the multiple methods of removing a broken nail. The Ilizarov device should be considered as an additional option for bypassing a nonunion with failed instrumentation, especially when other methods of nail removal may not be suitable for a particular case.
Ely Steinberg, MD
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery "B"
Tel-Aviv Sourasky Medical Center Tel-Aviv, Israel
